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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM ROSEMARY A CAMERON 

 

I do not support the Bill's aim to remove the defence of reasonable 
chastisement from parents and carers. 

The law already makes it a criminal offence to use an implement, to strike a child on 
the head or to shake a child. Violently battering a child is already, quite rightly, a 
crime. That doesn't seem to stop it happening. Social services are already 
overworked and children like Liam Fee regularly slip through the net. Criminalising 
parents for a light smack will only make this worse - the system will be swamped with 
cases and children who are really in need of protection will continue to be 
overlooked. 

Removing a child from his or her parents is one of the most traumatic things we can 
do to a child - far more traumatic than a smack. It should be the last resort. If this ill-
conceived bill goes ahead many more children will be traumatised by being taken 
from their parents on the flimsiest of justifications. We are currently hearing evidence 
from adults abused as children in the care system years ago. Will we be hearing 
from today's children, taken by force from their parents because of this bill, in 30, 40 
or 50 years time, telling heartbreaking stories of the trauma of separation and abuse 
within the care system? Outcomes for children in care in 2019 are not nearly as good 
as for children brought up by their parents - we do not want even more children in 
the care system. 

Smacking is discipline - it is not violence or child abuse and the supporters of this bill 
should stop using such emotionally loaded language for something which most adult 
Scots have experienced as children and are no worse off because of it (including the 
chair of the EHRIC from what I understand!). 

If this bill goes ahead, it will generate mistrust between parents and teachers, social 
workers, health workers and nursery workers. It sends the message to parents that 
they can't be trusted to bring up their own children, that they don't know what is best. 
It also removes an effective tool for discipline, albeit one which should be used 
sparingly. I am old enough to have gone through school when the belt was still in use 
and class discipline was good. I was able to learn in an atmosphere free of violence. 
Now we have teachers refusing to go into schools because of the violence they are 
subjected to on a daily basis. We have teachers evacuating primary classes because 
it is the only way they can deal with a violent pupil. Child on child violence increased 
when smacking was banned in Sweden. Banning smacking here will result in a 
MORE violent society, particularly for children, not a less violent one. There needs to 
be negative consequences for bad behaviour. 



EHRiC/S5/19/C(EPFA)/373 

I do not support this bill. 

 


